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M I D W E S T  R A I L  R E P O R T 

The Midwest region fared well on Jan. 
28, 2010, when the Obama administration 
handed out $8 billion in American Recovery 
and Reinvestment Act funds for high-speed 
rail projects. Midwestern states captured 
a combined $2.6 billion – just over one 

quarter of the national ARRA high-speed 
rail kitty.

That topped the Northeast Corridor, 
where Amtrak’s Acela is the closest opera-
tion the United States has to true high-speed 
rail. The NEC was awarded $1.91 billion 
from ARRA Amtrak and high-speed rail 

grants for myriad 
projects including 
a new passen-
ger train tunnel in 
Baltimore and sta-
tion at Baltimore-
W a s h i n g t o n 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Airport to track and 
signal upgrades, 
and service expan-
sions across Mid-
Atlantic and New 

England states.
California and Florida were the big-

gest single-state winners. California got 
$2.34 billion for its planned system linking 
San Diego and Los Angeles to the Inland 
Empire, Bay Area, and Sacramento. Florida 
was awarded $1.25 billion for a high-speed 
line from Tampa Bay to Orlando along 
Interstate 4 – the first leg of a system whose 
plans include an Orlando-Miami link.

Lesser awards included $620 mil-
lion for the Charlotte-Raleigh-Richmond-
Washington, D.C., corridor; $598 million 
for the Cascades Corridor from Eugene, 
Ore., to Seattle, and Vancouver, B.C.

By JON DAVIS

Midwest nets over $2 billion in ARRA rail projects

The People’s Republic of China’s quest 
to develop the world’s largest high speed 
rail network continued in 2009 and 2010.

The Chinese government accelerated 
construction of several lines as part of an 
economic stimulus package: the line that 
will link Beijing with Shanghai will be 
completed at least two years earlier than 
initially planned.

Two new 220-mph corridors opened 
much to the Chinese airline industry’s cha-
grin: the 601-mile Wuhan-Guangzhou line, 
which opened December 26th, expects to 
carry 1.6 million passengers over the 40-
day Spring Festival at 98% capacity. Xi’an 
(home to the Terracotta Warriors) was 
linked with the central city of Zhengzhou 
on February 6th, and early data suggests 

By CARL KRAUSE

China’s CRH Leaps Forward

See pages 4 and 5 for a map of
ARRA-funded Midwest rail projects.

continued on page 11 CRH Siemens Velaro trains stand at the ready in Beijing South Railway Station.



The first 
quarter of 2010 
was as exciting 
as ever for the 
Midwest High 
Speed Rail As-
sociation.

First of all, 
“ h i g h - s p e e d 
rail” is finally 
becoming a 

household word in America. Hundreds 
of news sources covered the January an-
nouncement of President Obama’s federal 
high-speed and Amtrak improvement proj-
ects grants. Never before have so many 
local tv stations broadcast footage of Tal-
gos, TGVs, Shinkansens, ICE trains, and 
Acelas while news anchors extolled the 
virtues of flying down the tracks at 200 
mph.

Our region did very well. Out of the 
$8 billion in stimulus funds, Midwest 
states were awarded over $2.6 billion. 
Together, the awards offer a template for 
modernizing all of Amtrak’s services.

There are two grants in particular that 
I would like to highlight: Ohio and Iowa.
Ohio

In an upset to most of the odds makers, 
Ohio received $400 million to launch 
the 3-C quick-start service. It would be 
fantastic if every Midwest Governor 
showed the level of support Ohio’s Ted 
Strickland has towards passenger trains.
Iowa

The BNSF Railway and the State 
of Iowa have demonstrated another 
inexpensive way to quickly improve the 
Amtrak network. A portion of the funds will 
be dedicated to building four crossovers 
at key locations where California Zephyrs 
regularly encounter freight congestion.

Allocating $20 million per state 
to upgrade their portion of the Amtrak 
network like this would cost less than $1 
billion. If completed in a systematic way, 
the investments would result in reduced 
travel times and increased frequencies.

This newsletter celebrates the huge 
progress that we have made in the last two 
years, but there is much more to be done.

2010 will be a pivotal year. The 
next several months will be critical for 
maintaining our momentum. To this 
end, we will be focusing on two major 
advocacy campaigns:
The Midwest Bullet Train Campaign

Building upon our feasibility study of 
a Chicago – St. Louis bullet train line, the 
Midwest High Speed Rail Association will 
be focusing on nine major metros areas to 
build support for 220-mph trains.

We have already made progress. 
Illinois Governor Quinn has called for 
a 220-mph train linking Champaign to 
Chicago. Just before we went press, the 
Illinois Senate voted 59-0 to create the 
Illinois and Midwest High Speed Rail 
Commission with the intent of issuing a 
roadmap for the creation of bullet train 
lines in Illinois and neighboring states.
FourBillion.com

This is our effort to organize everyone 
involved in passenger rail advocacy to 
work for an increased federal appropriation 
for high-speed rail.

The highest priority is the federal 
appropriation for FY2011. We are in the 
process of relaunching the FourBillion.
com coalition with the goal of increasing 
the FY2011 appropriation for high-speed 
and intercity passenger rail to $4 billion 
from the proposed $1 billion. The surface 
transportation reauthorization is also 
looming on the horizon.
HSR Tour in Paris

We have put together a study tour of 
high-speed rail and transit facilities in 
France next September to do just that. I 
will be your tour guide.

Highlights of the trip include: a tour 
of the TGV factory; presentations by 
SNCF, DB and others; a tour of a light rail 
line powered by an in-street third rail; a 
ride on the fastest train in Europe.

We have a very full schedule, but 
there are several days that you can skip 
the events and sightsee instead. The 
cost for the week is $2,995 per person, 
double occupancy, first class hotels and 
train tickets included. Space is limited 
to 15 people. Visit the events page at 
MidwestHSR.org for details on the trip.
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Richard Harnish

A big year for high-speed rail
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Gov. Patrick Quinn and Illinois’ leg-
islative leaders have approved a capital 
spending plan that includes hundreds of 
millions of dollars for Amtrak expansion 
and high-speed rail development.

The new 5-year, $31 billion capital plan 
includes $400 million for high-speed rail 
projects, $150 million for Amtrak, which 
will help pay to re-instate passenger service 
between Chicago and the Quad Cities, and 
Chicago and Rockford, Freeport, Galena, 
and Dubuque, Iowa.

It also includes $2 billion for local tran-
sit – of which $1.8 billion is slated for the 
Chicago Transit Authority, Metra, and Pace 
– and $300 million for the CREATE project 
to improve freight and passenger rail lines 
in and around Chicago.

By JON DAVIS

$850 million for rail in Illinois capital plan

On October 9, 2009, the Midwest High Speed Rail Association honored Illinois Senator Martin Sandoval, 
Illinois Representative Elaine Nekritz, and Illinois Governor Pat Quinn (second, third, and fourth from left, 
respectively). Also pictured here are MHSRA Executive Director Richard Harnish (far left), MHSRA Board 
President Dave Goldin (far right), and Chicago Alderman Toni Preckwinkle (second from right).
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MHSRA releases 220-mph rail study
The Midwest High Speed Rail 

Association has released the first ever trans-
portation engineering study and ridership 
study of a 220-mph rail corridor in the 
Midwest.

Among the findings of the report:
• The infrastructure for the high speed 

rail passenger line between O’Hare Airport, 
Chicago and St. Louis could be built for a 
cost of $12.6 billion in 2012 dollars.

• Express trains from Chicago to St. 
Louis, with stops only in Champaign and 
Springfield, could make the run in 1 hour 
52 minutes, while operating once per hour 
in each direction.

• Trains that stop at McCormick Place, 
Kankakee, Champaign, Decatur, Springfield, 
and somewhere in Metro East could make 
the run in 2 hours 4 minutes.

• Travel times would be reduced to 
43 minutes from Chicago to Champaign, 
and 1 hour 15 minutes from Chicago to 
Springfield. It would also put Springfield 
within half an hour of Champaign and 37 
minutes of St. Louis.

• Construction of the high-speed line 
would utilize 87,412 job-years which trans-
lates to 12,487 jobs over the seven-year 

period to fully construct the line. Including 
indirect support jobs, the total would be 
26,224 new project positions, most in 
Illinois.

• A total of 904 permanent jobs will be 
created due to operations and maintenance 
of the new line and service and support 
services.

• 16,000 new permanent jobs would 
be created through the direct regional eco-
nomic expansion and development impacts 
of the new high-speed line.

• The corridor would serve approxi-
mately 3 million passengers per year, gen-
erating approximately $110 million in ticket 
revenue.

• Time savings due to the faster and 
more frequent service would save users 
$35,656,000 a year.

• Reductions in accident costs would 
save $56,371,000 a year.

• Cost savings due to lower transporta-
tion costs would result in a $62,636,000 
benefit per year.

• Time savings for auto users due to the 
necessary grade crossing elimination pro-
gram would result in a $2,570,000 benefit 
per year.

• The annual net savings in emissions 
from diverted auto miles driven is estimated 

to be more than 187,000,000 pounds of 
carbon dioxide. This is the equivalent of 
having more than 900,000 additional trees 
along the Chicago-St. Louis corridor each 
year.

The report compared the current 
Chicago-St. Louis route with its preferred 
route, concluding that while the eastern 
alignment is 23 miles longer than the cur-
rent line, it “has the advantages of requiring 
substantially less construction to provide a 
faster entry into Chicago” and could allow 
a station in Edwardsville, “which is more 
centrally located than Alton in the Metro 
East area.”

The report notes that those extra 23 
miles would require “only 6 minutes at 220 
mph.”

The report also envisions Chicago-
area stops at O’Hare International Airport, 
Chicago Union Station, and even McCormick 
Place. The report’s cost estimate does not 
include rolling stock, maintenance, or con-
struction of an optional new Mississippi 
River bridge at St. Louis, stations, replacing 
viaducts on the CN right-of-way between 
McCormick Place and University Park, 
rail tunnels to the planned “West Loop 
Transportation Center,” or other program 
costs.

By JON DAVIS
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Thanks to the leadership of Ohio Gov. 
Ted Strickland and the bi-partisan backing 
of its two U.S. senators and Congressional 
delegation, the nation’s eighth-most dense-
ly populated state won $400 million to 
start passenger rail on its busiest travel 
corridor. 

Ohio had requested $564 million in no-
match federal funding from the American 
Reinvestment & Recovery Act for trains 
linking Cleveland, Columbus, Dayton and 
Cincinnati. Built into that request was a 
30 percent contingency. The $400 mil-
lion awarded represents 71 percent of the 
amount sought.

The amazing part is that, in early 
2009, Ohio had no federally recognized 
planning work underway for 3C. But when 
Gov. Strickland and Ohio Department of 
Transportation Director Jolene Molitoris 
realized there would be $8 billion in no-
match ARRA funds for passenger rail, they 
throttled the planning activities forward 

into run 8. ODOT, Parsons Brinckerhoff, 
Amtrak and ODOT officials brought 
together a capital improvements plan, envi-
ronmental assessment, an operating plan, 
ridership modeling and more in under six 
months.

The environmental assessment, which 
normally takes a year, was finished in less 
than three months as planners worked 20-
hour days. When the 3C application arrived 
at the Federal Railroad Administration’s 
office on Oct. 2, they reportedly were 
amazed. Not only did Ohio make the appli-
cation deadline, but its application was 
quite thorough. 

Proposed are eight trains a day linking 
the Downtown Cleveland Amtrak station, 
the Puritas-West 150th Rapid Station near 
the Cleveland Airport, Downtown Columbus 
Convention Center, Springfield, Riverside/
Wright-Patterson AFB, Downtown Dayton 
Main Street Station, Sharonville by I-275 
and Cincinnati Lunken Field.

More stations are proposed, such in 
the Hamilton/Middletown area, North sub-
urban Columbus and West Mansfield. The 

Cincinnati station would 
be moved to the Amtrak 
facility at Union Terminal 
if significant additional 
funding is found. 

Under state law, the 
ODOT and its Ohio Rail 
Development Commission 
must get a supermajor-
ity of approval from the 
seven-member State 
Controlling Board before 
spending any money on 
passenger rail. If they win 
a 5-2 vote or better, con-
struction work on adding 
passing tracks, grade 

crossing improvements and stations could 
start as early as this summer. If they don’t 
win the board’s support, the 3C Corridor 
startup project could die.

Republican state lawmakers are con-
cerned that subsidizing passenger rail at 
up to $17 million will be too costly for 
the state budget to afford. But that amount 
would represent less than one-half of one 
percent of ODOT’s annual budget – 99.75 
percent of which is poured into roads today. 
The rest, $10 million, is a token amount for 
public transit. Meanwhile, newly released 
Federal Highway Administration data 
shows Ohio’s local and state governments 
subsidize roads to the tune of $1.2 billion 
per year to make up for shortfalls in user 
fees.

Concern is also being expressed by 
media as to whether people will ride trains 
whose average speeds will start out at 40 
mph, although the top speed will be 79 
mph. Most Ohioans are unaware that state-
supported Amtrak services in California, 
Maine, New Mexico, North Carolina, 
Oregon, Washington started out with simi-
larly modest beginnings.

None had average speeds exceeding 43 
mph at the outset or offered more than sev-
eral round trips per day. Yet they attracted 
more ridership than was projected thanks to 
low fares. The ridership numbers doubled, 
tripled or quadrupled as more trains were 
added and average speeds were increased.

Planning for the next level of improved 
Ohio rail services is about to begin. 
Engineering firm AECOM will conduct 
for ODOT a Program-level Environmental 
Impact Study of passenger trains operat-
ing at up to 110 mph on five corridors 
– Toledo-Cleveland, Toledo-Columbus, 
Cleveland-Pittsburgh, Cleveland-Columbus 
and Columbus-Cincinnati.

By KEN PRENDERGAST
Executive Director
All Aboard Ohio

Is Ohio finally getting on board?

Iowa won $18 million in ARRA HSR 
funds: $17 million for improvements to 
BNSF tracks hosting Amtrak’s current 
service, and $1 million for a planning 
study of proposed Chicago-Omaha ser-
vice via the Quad Cities and Des Moines.

Paul Nowicki, spokesman for the 

BNSF Railroad, said four powered CTC 
crossovers will be installed in the rail-
road’s Ottumwa Subdivision, which covers 
territory from Mount Pleasant to Creston. 
The new crossovers will give dispatchers 
that flexibility in an area where slow coal 
trains (which can reach speeds of 50 mph) 
and the California Zephyrs, which can run 
at 79 mph, share the line.

“That’s where Trains 5 and 6 (the 
California Zephyr) encounter most of 
their delays” due to freight congestion 
and a lack of flexibility in dispatch-
ers’ ability to use the tracks efficiently, 
Nowicki said.

Work will be handled by BNSF track 
gangs; two crossovers will be installed 
this year, two in 2011, Nowicki said.

By JON DAVIS

ARRA Iowa fixes will help Zephyr schedule
Proposed station for the west side of Cleveland.
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The $1.2 billion in ARRA funds award-
ed to Illinois will pay to upgrade 183 
miles of track between Dwight and St. 
Louis, add 23 miles of new double track in 
three locations, upgrade 13 sidings, install 
Positive Train Control systems, rehabilitate 
stations and platforms between Dwight and 
St. Louis, and erect “enhanced warning 
devices” – any grade crossings where train 
speeds will be more than 79 mph will get 
quad-gates.

Track work along the Union Pacific 
Railroad’s mainline from Chicago to St. 
Louis will be handled mostly by the UP’s 
own track gangs, 
said George Weber, 
bureau chief of the 
Illinois Department 
of Transportation’s 
Bureau of Railroads. 
Anything they can’t do 
will be put out to bid, 
Weber said, adding 
that determining what 
– if anything – must 
be bid will take about 
two months.

About $200 mil-
lion will be spent on 
12 new locomotives 
and 30 passenger cars, 
although the process for procuring that new 
rolling stock “will probably be a little bit 
yet,” toward the fall of 2010, Weber said. 
IDOT will be hiring a project manager to 
help oversee that process, “and then it will 
be three or four years,” he added.

“We’ll be looking for equipment that 
can operate at 110[m.p.h.] with top speeds 
of 125, but that can be used anywhere (in 
Illinois),” Weber said.

The award also includes $133 mil-
lion to build the Englewood Flyover 

on Chicago’s South Side – a Chicago 
Region Environmental and Transportation 
Efficiency (CREATE) project that will clear 
one of the largest rail bottlenecks in the 
nation and eliminate significant delays for 
Amtrak, Metra, and freight trains. CREATE 
is a Track 1 project, which means it has to 
be completed within a tight, two-year time-
line. Weber said the Flyover work ought to 
be in final design complete by year’s end, 
“and construction will begin on that in 2011, 
maybe earlier.”

Illinois also got $1.25 million to com-
plete an environmental impact study to 
double-track the entire Chicago-St. Louis 
route.

From Springfield came Gov. Pat Quinn’s 
Jan. 30 announcements of $105 million 
from the “Illinois Jobs Now!” capital fund 
to begin restoration of Chicago-Quad Cities 
and Chicago-Rockford passenger rail ser-
vice:

• $60 million for Chicago-Rockford ser-
vice that will reconnect the state’s two larg-
est cities for the first time since 1981. State 
officials said preliminary work will begin 
immediately, with construction in 2011 and 
service starting in 2012 – but a final route 

is yet to be decided. Advocates are split 
between running the line through Genoa 
(CN) or Belvidere (UP). IDOT officials 
maintain that local leaders must decide the 
route. The Rockford Register-Star reported 
in its Jan. 30 edition that the Rockford sta-
tion is likely to be sited in the South Main 
station, although some city-funded restora-
tion may be required. State officials esti-
mate this will create up to 2,000 new jobs, 
of which 650 will be construction-related. 
This line will eventually be extended to 
Galena, and to Dubuque, Iowa.

• $45 million for Chicago-Quad Cities 
service that envisions two daily round trips 
on a schedule of approximately 3 hours. 

State officials esti-
mate this will create 
up to 825 new jobs, 
of which 440 will be 
construction-related. 
They added that 
work could begin 
later this year. Trains 
will use Moline’s 
Centre Station.

Weber said 
precise timelines 
for construction 
and inauguration of 
service “will all be 
determined in dis-
cussions and nego-

tiations with the particular railroads that will 
be involved.”

Those negotiations should begin in the 
spring of 2010 for the Quad Cities ser-
vice. Weber said negotiations for Rockford, 
however, await an answer to the question: 
“Operationally, what is the best alignment in 
terms of schedules, operations, which route 
is going to get you over the road better?”

Once begun, work should take two 
construction seasons (two years) from start 
to finish, Weber said.

Proposed Schedule

By JON DAVIS

Illinois gets upgrades for 110 mph service

The Town of Normal received a TIGER grant to construct a new intermodal center.
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In Memoriam

John S. Gallagher, Jr. was a “transportation economist,” who 
developed passenger studies for the New York, New Haven & Hart-
ford Railroad, and then was appointed to lead New York Central’s 
passenger research bureau by Robert R. Young. It was Jack Gal-
lagher who, along with his small department, undertook passen-
ger studies that resulted in the passenger service plan bearing his 
name, and was manifested in NYC’s short-lived Travel Tailored 
Schedules of 1956-57 during Young’s crusade to revolutionize 
America’s passenger service. Young’s “new trains” were highly 
publicized during his brief leadership of NYC 1954-1958.

Although the passenger research bureau was disbanded fol-
lowing the death of Young in January 1958, the bureau’s findings 
were later implemented by Alfred Perlman in his drive to eliminate 
passenger losses...and passenger service altogether. NYC’s (and 
later Amtrak’s “Empire Service”) was based on Gallagher’s find-
ings. Indeed, he was one of the corporation’s early advisors and 
the overall results of his studies have served as an economic cor-
nerstone of fundamental passenger service operations.

After leaving the railroad, he became a transportation consul-
tant and at 90 years of age was still involved with the development 
of high-speed passenger rail transport and a leading advocate of 
new lightweight passenger trains.

On a personal level, he was a sincere, thoughtful, and kind 

individual who eagerly and generously helped a platoon of younger 
passenger transportation advocates (and historians) understand 
the past while looking to the future of passenger rail transport.

He is survived by his loving wife, Caroline, five children, and 
four grandchildren.

At a time when factories across the 
country are shutting their doors for good, 
high-speed trains are reversing that trend 
in Milwaukee. 

Spanish train manufacturer Talgo 
announced this month that it will reopen 
the old Tower Automotive plant to build 

new high-speed trains in Milwaukee. The 
state of Wisconsin has already ordered two 
trainsets, with plans to order more later. 
Oregon recently announced its order for 
two trainsets. 

“The new Talgo facility will create 
125 direct jobs in our state, manufacturing 

and assembling Talgo trains for Wisconsin 
and states across the country,” Wisconsin 
Governor Jim Doyle said. “Through the 
Recovery Act and this facility, Wisconsin 
will see real economic benefits of high 
speed rail for generations to come. High 
speed rail is the future of transportation 

– and it is a really 
great thing for the 
state of Wisconsin 
to be leading the 
way.” 

Talgo cited 
the area’s highly 
skilled workforce 
and the potential 
for future growth 
as the rationale 
behind select-
ing Milwaukee. 
As more states 
embrace high-
speed rail, the 
Milwaukee fac-
tory will be poised 
to serve this new 
market, bringing 
new jobs not only 
to the city, but 
to companies all 
across the region.

High-speed trains reopen factory in Milwaukee

Gallagher played a key role in the development of the UA Turbo Train.
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Velaro RUS on May 2 set a new 
Russian speed record during trial runs of 
the new “Sapsan” (Russian for peregrine 
falcon) high-speed train between Moscow 
and St. Petersburg. The train hit 174.6 mph 
– 10 percent higher than planned operating 
speeds – between Okulovka and Mstinskiy 
Most.

Siemens-built “Sapsan” trains entered 
regular passenger service on the Moscow-
St. Petersburg line in late 2009, cutting 
travel time between the cities to 3 hours 
45 minutes. The trains are expected to 
cut travel times on the Moscow-Nizhny 
Novgorod route to 3½ hours in 2010. The 
lines are part of a 12-year program to 
build 18 high-speed rail routes by 2020. 
The Russian government has allocated 68 
billion rubles ($2.2 billion) for the period 
2008-2010.

Sapsan links Moscow to St. Petersburg

Turkey launches high-speed service
Turkey opened the first segment of a 

planned nation-wide, high-speed rail net-
work in March 2009.

The new high-speed trains, built by 
CAF in Spain, link capital city Ankara 
with Eskişehir, the midway point between 
Ankara and Istanbul. They cover the 
130-mile run in ninety minutes – half the 
travel time achieved with the prior rail 
service.

The new line is the first stage of a 

two-stage construction project. The second 
stage, heading north and west to Istanbul, 
covers mountainous terrain and includes 
building nearly 70 bridges and tunnels.

When completed, the corridor will 
serve 17 million people, cutting the travel 
time between the two cities from 6½ hours 
down to 3 hours.

Turkey’s ambitious plans call for 2,500 
miles of high-speed rail infrastructure to be 
completed by 2023. 

Reach over 2,000 business leaders, elected officials, 
and transportation advocates across the Midwest.

Get a FULL PAGE AD when you SPONSOR an issue of the

M I D W E S T  R A I L  R E P O R T
Call Rick Harnish at 773-334-6758 for details.

Russian Prime Minister Vladimir Putin pours a  cup of tee in the newly launched Sapsan bullet train 
constructed by Siemens AG on December 19, 2009 on the way from St.Petersburg to Moscow.
(Alexey Druzhinin/AFP/Getty Images)
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Thank You to Our Supporters!
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Etahn M. Cohen
Cooper Consulting Company
Steven Coxhead
John Crist
William Davey
Mark DeMichiei
John DePrez Jr.
Theodore C. Doege
DeeAnn M. Drew
Yangbo Du
Jacob D. Dumelle
Jay Eaton
Economic Development Council 

of the Bloomington/Normal, 
IL Area

John Edel
David Ewing
Welcome Fawcett
Ben Fischer
Robert Fisher
David Floyd
Richard E. Ford
Fort Wayne Metals
Michael W. Franke
Josephine Franz
Charles R. Freiberger
Mary Gabb
Sam Galanis
Charles Galitz
Gambino Realtors-Homebuilders
Kevin Gardiner

Michael Gehl, MD
Jim Giblin
April Gillespie
Michael N. Goodkind
Thomas A. Grace
Greater Portage Chamber of 

Commerce
James Griffis
Gross & Janes Co.
Kevin Hagen
Robert Haslun
Ivan Hayworth
Eli L. Hershberger
Herzog Contracting Corp.
Mark Heyrman
Dave Hicks
Christopher & Virginia Hill
Corey Hlavacek
Brent Holman-Gomez
Richard Holt, DDS
John B. Hughes
Katharine Hunvald
Illinois Quad Cities Chamber of 

Commerce
Information Results Corporation
John A. Jackanicz
Teri Jackson
George Johannesen
David L. Johansen
Gene Johnson
Mike & Ann Kass
John G. Keane
Milton S. Kellan
Dan Kelly
Dana Kenney
David Kibitlewski
Bev Kramer
Joseph Krause
Kruggel Enterprises, Inc.
Randolph Krumm
Arthur Krumrey
Christopher Lambert, OFM
Mary Landis
Nikolai Larbalestier
Walter Larkin
James Lederer
John F. Lee

Elwin LeFevre
Ronald C. LeMay
Lentz Midwest Consulting, LLC
Robert Lenz
Ernest L. Lester
John Levin
Loftworks, LLC
Steven Lyons
Tim Macaskill
Macomb Area Chamber of 

Commerce
Joseph Madden
Walter J. Maguire
Mel Manner
Raymond  Marino
Carl G. Marquette Jr.
Richard E. Martin, Jr.
Marwedel, Minichello & Reeb 
Warren Marwedel
Kevin Marx
James Matson
Bill Mays
Gordon McCoy
Tom McDougal
Thomas McGrath
William Mead
Ralph Medhurst
Tom Meites
Ms. R. M. Menegaz
Metro Strategies, Inc.
Metropolitan Milwaukee Assn. of 

Commerce
Michigan Association of Railroad 

Passengers, Inc.
Elise Midelfort
George Miller
Victor Miller
Sidney J. Monroe
Dennis Moon
Joseph Morris
Gautham Nagesh
Rob Nash
Richard Nash
Gareth Newfield
Dale Newman
The Partnership For Downtown 

St. Louis

Dick Peacock
Richard F Pekarek
Charles Phillips
PHW Inc.
Connie Purdum
John Ray
Donald N. Reed
Richard L. Reynolds
The Riverbend Growth As-

sociation
Jill & Ron Rohde
K. Marie  Romitti
Roofing Systems, Inc.
Rosen, Goltz & Associates
Robert Russell
Peter Ruggiero
Rutherford Funeral Homes
Safetran Systems Corp.
John Samis
John Sanderson
S. F. Shannon Real Estate Man-

agement LLC
William Saska
Eric Schierer
Steve Schlickman
Susan Zimny & Alan Schmitt
Eugene Schmitz
Michael Schneider
Nicolai Schousboe
Richard R. Schwartz
Bob Schwartz
Michael Setzer
Philip Seyd
David Sharp
Tom and Sharon Sharratt
Edward Sheppley
David Shiner & Nancy Wallace
Winfield Shiras
David Shreiner
Judy Siegfried
Mark Singer
Edward Robert Sirovy
Andrew Sisk
George Smerk
Matt Snodgrass
David Solberg
Elizabeth Solberg

Joyce Solberg
Spraggins Oil Production
William Sprowl
Clay Stauffer
Andrew Stickle
James & Winnie Stone
George Strombeck
Sumac Inc
Daniel R. Swett
Laurence Theriault
Richard L. Thomas, Jr.
Troy Thompson
Paul Toigo
Rev. Fred W. Tomzik
Don Tracy
Transportation Certification 

Services, Inc.
W. Dean Trautman
United Transportation Union
Trinity Equipment Co.
William Underwood
Robert and Katherine Van 

Wormer
Richard Vavra-Musser
Richard Voorman
Visit Winona
Mike Weber
Mark Wefer
John Wegner
John R. Weiss
Philip Weiss
Audrey Wennink
Gary P. Wilhite
Roger and Carole Willer
David Williams
Robert Williams
Royce Williams
Darrell Windle
Robert Winemiller
Winona State University
Alan Wolfe
Pat Yaeger
Walter J. Zalot
Brian Zook

Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Lewis Ames
Tod Bassler
Mark Bayuk
George W. Billmyer III
Mary A. Brandt

Susan Burian
Kathryn Campbell-Kibler
Canadian Consulate General
City of Lafayette, IN
James Coxworth
David William Davis, President/

COO, Simmons Machine Tool 
Corporation

D’Escoto Inc
Design Nine Inc.
Frank DiNovo

Dubuque Ride the Rail
East Central Wisconsin Regional 

Planning Commission
Einar Dyhrkopp
Stefan Feyen
Gary/Chicago International Airport
Sam Harnish & Mary Jo Wenckus
John F. Hartray Jr.
HNTB Corporation
Michael G. Johnson
David Jourdan

August & Estelle Kirchner
Lawrence Wilkinson Foundation
Lower Cost Solutions, Inc.
Phillip Miller
Stan Miller
Terry Mulcahy
Parsons Brinckerhoff
Jeffery Rennert
Edward A. Robinson
Michael Rosenberg
RPC Publications

Alan Sanchez
William Scott
Joseph Shacter
Karen Shinners
D.C. Spriestersbach
James Stevenson
Richard Tattersall
Jim Troutman
Mark Walbrun
Jon N. Will & Assoc.Inc.

Anonymous
Anonymous
America By Rail, Inc.
American Council of Engineering 

Companies of Illinois
American Structurepoint, Inc.
BLE - IL Legislative Board
Bowman Barrett & Associates, Inc.
Champaign-Urbana MTD
Chicago Metropolis 2020
City of Bloomington, IL
City of Joliet, IL

City of Quincy, IL
City of Rockford, IL
City of Springfield, IL
City of Sterling, IL
CNIM
Alan Cornue
Earth Tech, Inc.
Lance Erickson
Harley Esposito
Gardner Denver, Inc.
Charles Green
H.W. Lochner, Inc.

Hanson Professional Services, Inc.
Larry Hands & Karen Kendrick-

Hands
Kirk Hartley
Allan C. Hauth
Homer L. Chastain & Associates, 

LLP
InterMeet
Iowa Association of Railroad Pas-

sengers
Cathy Johnson
Kustom Seating Unlimited

Claude Luisada
David May
McCormack Baron Salazar, Inc.
Robert & Rita Menzies
MetroLINK
Michigan Association of Railroad 

Passengers
Parsons Transportation Group, Inc.
Portec Rail Products, Inc.
Prorail - Madison, WI
Rockford MPO
Jeffrey Sriver

Steel Dynamics, Inc.
Sumitomo Corp. of America/ Nip-

pon Sharyo U.S.A.
David Tomzik
Town of Normal, IL
UTU - IL Legislative Board
Village of Schaumburg, IL
William Weiss Jr.
Wisconsin Association of Railroad 

Passengers

Anonymous
Alstom Transportation, Inc.
BNSF Railway Company
Champaign Cty Chamber of Commerce

Civic Progress
Jim Dixon
LTK Engineering Services
Dennis Minichello

William B. Moore
Quebec Delegation Chicago
R & W Machine Division
Regional Transportation Authority

Joe Schwieterman
Systra Consulting, Inc.
Tinklenberg Group
TranSystems

Alphawood Foundation Chicago
John A. Buck

William Darling Foundation
Eric Lefkofsky

Lewis Manilow
Siemens Transportation Systems, Inc.

Talgo, Inc.

BENEFACTOR $100-$249

ADVOCATE $250-$499

PATRON $500-$999

SPONSOR $1,000-$2,499

LEADERSHIP CIRCLE $5,000 AND ABOVE
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        q send me a hat
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the 313-mile line is also very popular.
China’s investment in high speed rail 

is immense: over 16,000 miles of high 
speed track will criss-cross China once 
the network is complete in 2020. In 2009 
alone, China invested $50 billion in its 
network, employing hundreds of thousands 
of construction workers who poured mil-
lions of tons of concrete. Like the United 
States, China is a large country with a need 
to transport people across large distances. 
The leadership has sought to use CRH 
as a method of addressing burgeoning 
demand for intercity travel, while also mak-
ing large investments inland to shrink the 
large economic disparities between coastal 
and inland China.

CRH has utilized trainsets from 
Bombardier, Siemens, Alstom, and 
a Japanese consortium that includes 
Kawasaki, Hitachi, and Mitsubishi.

While the cost of building the net-
work is large, the Chinese government says 
it will encourage efficiency and growth 
throughout the country, as well as mitigate 
severe pollution and prevent accelerating 
growth of carbon emissions.

CHINA continued from page 1

Harnish present on JR 205 m.p.h. demonstration run
At the invitation of Japan Central Railway, Executive Director Rick Harnish was on hand 
for a demonstration of high speed capabilities on the Tokyo-Osaka line. The demon-
stration train reached speeds of 205mph – far higher than the 168mph achieved during 
normal operation.

Harnish’s visit also included a tour of the company’s research facility in suburban Kyoto, 
where they are investigating how to avoid derailments and protect rail infrastructure 
during earthquakes. JR is also examining noise reduction methods both inside and 
outside their trains.
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Internat ional  News

France Veolia Environment on Sept. 
3 sold its freight rail operations to the 
French national railway, SCNF, and Groupe 
Eurotunnel, pending approval by national 
and European competition oversight. In 
2008, Veolia Cargo carried 4.9 billion tons 
of freight, earning €188 million/$265 mil-
lion.

RFF sought bids on Sept. 2 for engi-
neering work on the Ligne a Grande Vitesse 
Est (High Speed Line East) route from Paris 
to Strasbourg, and the Duchy of Luxemburg, 
as part of a €2 billion/$2.8 billion project to 
reduce travel times on the Paris-Strasbourg 
line by 30 minutes (to 1 hour 50 minutes) 
and from Strasbourg-Luxemburg to 1 hour 
25 minutes.

Germany Siemens will begin test-
ing the Galileo satellite navigation system 
at its Wegberg-Wildenrath testing center, 
thanks to the installation of eight signal gen-
erators atop 164-foot masts. That will allow 
Siemens to test train operations – including 
tracking and automatic shunting – across the 
test site using Galileo signals. The Galileo 
system is currently scheduled to go online 
in 2013.

The Netherlands High-speed ser-
vice between Amsterdam and Rotterdam 
began Sept. 7. Initial (interim) service by 
NS Hispeed is 17 weekday return trips being 
handled by Bombardier electric locomotives 
and ICR coaches. Run time between the cit-
ies is 43 minutes over 44.7 miles, at maxi-
mum speeds of 99.5 miles per hour. Future 
plans call for shifting trains from Amsterdam 

Centraal to Amsterdam Zuid stations, which 
will cut the conventional electric rail run 
from 16.7 miles to 11.8 miles.

Russia German industrial giant 
Siemens and Russian railcar manufactur-
er Tverskoy Vagonostroitelny Zavod AG 
(TVZ) are building 200 modern sleepers 
for the Russian Railways AG (RZD), in a 
€320 million/$452 million deal announced 
last year. The new coaches will be oper-
able in both the Russian and standard-
gauge European railway networks, mak-
ing them available for RZD’s cross-border 
service and for operation across Central 
and Western Europe. Construction begins 
this year at Siemens’ Vienna, Austria, plant, 
and at TVZ’s factory in 
Tver, Russia – Siemens 
is building the standard-
gauge coaches, TVZ the 
Russian-gauge ones.

UK A new high-
speed rail line from 
London to Glasgow and 
Edinburgh would reduce 
travel times between 
England’s and Scotland’s 
largest cities to 2 hours 15 
minutes – and just 1 hour 
6 minutes from London 
to Manchester, or 46 
minutes to Birmingham, 
according to a study 
released Aug. 26 by 
Network Rail. While the 
study’s proposal would 

mirror the current West Coast Main Line, 
its authors intend the study to influence 
planning of the initial London-Birmingham 
high-speed line being planned by the High 
Speed 2 company.

Hitachi entered the European high-
speed market in June when its Class 395 
trainsets entered regular service between 
London’s St. Pancras International sta-
tion, Ashford International, and Ebbetsford 
International. They will become the UK’s 
fastest domestic passenger trains, capable of 
140-mph service on the High-Speed 1 line, 
and Kent’s DC network. Twenty-nine train-
sets will be in service on the Southeastern 
Trains network.

140-mph Hitachi Javelin commuter trains begin service in the UK between 
London and Kent.


