
 
October 26, 2009 
 
Senator Patty Murray, Chair 
Senate Subcommittee on Transportation, Housing and Urban Development 
173 Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C.  20510 
 
Senator Christopher Bond, Ranking Member 
Senate Subcommittee on Transportation, Housing and Urban Development 
274 Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C.  20510 
 
Congressman John V. Olver, Chair 
House Subcommittee on Transportation, Housing and Urban Development 
1111 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 
 
Congressman Tom Latham, Ranking Member 
House Subcommittee on Transportation, Housing and Urban Development 
2217 Rayburn HOB 
Washington, D.C.  20515 
 
Re:  FY10 Transportation Appropriation – Support for $4 billion investment in High 

Speed and Intercity Rail 
 
Dear Senator Murray, Senator Bond, Congressman Olver, and Congressman Latham: 
 
The New England Rail Coalition (NERC) writes today to urge you to adopt the $4 billion 
investment in high-speed passenger rail included in the House of Representatives’ 
version of the FY10 transportation appropriations bill. 
 
NERC is a broad-based collaboration of business interests, planning organizations, 
transportation and environmental advocates, and current and former legislators who 
recognize the need for significantly greater investment in passenger and freight rail in our 
region.  We believe an enhanced and expanded rail network is essential to safeguarding 
the economic competitiveness of our region and our nation, as well as reducing the 
significant economic, environmental, and social costs associated with our current, 
predominantly highway-oriented transportation system.  Investing in high speed and 
intercity rail will put people to work, reduce greenhouse gases and other pollution, cut 



 
 

 
energy consumption and reliance on foreign oil, promote sustainable economic 
development, and provide necessary transportation choices. 
 
The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act’s (ARRA) significant investment in high 
speed and intercity rail was a critical first step in beginning to build the rail system our 
nation needs and deserves.  However, that initial investment will be far from sufficient in 
meeting the substantial rail investment needs that exist across the nation, including in 
New England.  As you know, applications for high speed and intercity rail funding have 
greatly exceeded the amount allocated under ARRA. 
 
It is essential that Congress provide the funds necessary to build upon and leverage 
ARRA’s preliminary investment in high speed and intercity rail.  NERC urges you to 
adopt the $4 billion appropriation included in the House version of the transportation 
appropriations bill, to ensure that our nation stays firmly on a path toward building a rail 
system for the 21st century and securing the many economic, environmental and social 
benefits that will result from that system.  
 
Respectfully, 
 
Michael Dukakis 
Former Governor, Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
360 Huntington Avenue 
303 Meserve Hall 
Boston, MA  02115 
 
Association for Public Transportation 
Richard J. Arena 
P.O. Box 51029 
Boston, MA 02205 
 
Fmr. Rep. John A. Businger (MA) 
Vice Chair, North-South Rail Link Citizens Advisory Committee (CAC) 
33 St. Paul Street 
Brookline, MA 02446 
 
Connecticut Chapter, American Planning Association 
John D. Pagini, Professional Development Officer 
846 Silver Street 
Coventry, CT  06238 
 
Connecticut Public Interest Research Group 
Phineas Baxandall, Ph.D. 
44 Winter Street 
Boston, MA 02108 
 

 



 
 

Connecticut Southern Railroad 
Charles Hunter, Director of State Relations-East, RailAmerica, Inc. 
2 Federal Street, Suite 201 
St. Albans, Vt. 05478 
 
Conservation Law Foundation 
Thomas F. Irwin, Senior Attorney 
27 North Main Street 
Concord, NH 03301 
 
Eastern Massachusetts Freight Rail Coalition 
Richard Flynn, Executive Director 
59 Fountain Street, 
Suite 310 
Framingham, MA 01701 
 
Environment America 
Rob McCulloch 
218 D Street SE, 2nd Floor 
Washington, DC  20003 
 
Environment Massachusetts 
Ben Wright 
44 Winter St. Suite 401 
Boston MA, 02108 
 
Environment New Hampshire 
Jessica O’Hare 
30 South Main Street 
Concord, NH 03301 
 
Grow Smart Rhode Island 
John A. Flaherty, Director of Research & Communications 
235 Promenade Street, Suite 550 
Providence, RI 02908 
 
Maine Association of Planners 
MacGregor Stocco, AICP 
38 State House Station 
Augusta, ME  04333 
 
Massachusetts Public Interest Research Group 
Elizabeth Weyant, Staff Attorney 
44 Winter Street 
Boston, MA  02108 
 

 



 
 

Massachusetts Smart Growth Alliance 
Andre Leroux, Executive Director 
15 Court Street, Suite 600 
Boston, MA 02108 
 
Molly McKay 
Transportation Chair, Connecticut Chapter of the Sierra Club 
8 Riverbend Drive 
Mystic, CT 06355 
 
Representative David McCluskey (CT) (20th Assembly District) 
Deputy Speaker, Connecticut House of Representatives 
Legislative Office Building, Room 4110 
Hartford, CT 06106-1591 
 
National Corridors Initiative (founded 1989) 
James P. RePass, President & CEO 
59 Gates Street 
Boston, MA 02127 
 
New England Association of Regional Councils 
Timothy W. Brennan 
26 Central Street, Suite 34 
West Springfield, MA 01089-2787 
 
New England Central Railroad 
Charles Hunter, Director of State Relations-East, RailAmerica, Inc. 
2 Federal Street, Suite 201 
St. Albans, Vt. 05478 
 
New Hampshire Public Interest Research Group 
Steve Blackledge 
30 South Main Street, Suite 301-A 
Concord, NH  03301 
 
New Public Transit Alliance (Rhode Island) 
Jerry Elmer 
c/o Sierra Club, Rhode Island Chapter 
17 Gordon Avenue, Suite 208 
Providence, RI  02905 
 
North/South Rail Link Citizens Advisory Committee 
Robert B. O’Brien, Chair 
c/o CBT Architects 
110 Canal Street 
Boston, MA  02114 
 

 



 
 

Pioneer Valley Advocates for Commuter Rail 
Herbert Singleton, President 
P.O. Box 90845 
Springfield, MA 01139 
 
Pioneer Valley Planning Commission 
Timothy W. Brennan, Executive Director 
26 Central Street, Suite 34 
West Springfield, MA 01089-2787 
 
Rail*Trains*Ecology*Cycling 
Richard Stowe, Director 
12 Mead Street 
New Canaan, CT  06840 
 
Rail Users’ Network 
Richard Rudolph, Chair 
55 River Road 
Steep Falls, ME 04085 
 
Rhode Island Public Interest Research Group 
Phineas Baxandall, Ph.D. 
44 Winter Street 
Boston, MA 02108 
 
Rockingham Planning Commission 
Cliff Sinnott, Executive Director 
156 Water Street 
Exeter, NH  03833 
 
Smart Growth Vermont 
Noelle MacKay, Executive Director 
110 Main Street 
Burlington, VT  05401 
 
Southern New Hampshire Planning Commission 
David J. Preece, Executive Director and CEO 
438 Dubuque Street 
Manchester, NH  03102-3546 
 
Trainriders/Northeast 
Wayne Davis, Chair 
Box 4869 Downtown Station 
Portland, ME 04112 
 

 



 
 

Two Rivers-Ottauquechee Regional Commission 
Peter G. Gregory, Executive Director 
3117 Rose Hill 
Woodstock, VT  05091 
 
U.S. PIRG 
Phineas Baxandall, Ph.D. 
44 Winter Street 
Boston, MA 02108 
 
Vermont Natural Resources Council 
Brian Shupe, AICP, Sustainable Communities Program Director 
9 Bailey Avenue 
Montpelier, VT  05602 
 
Vermont Planners Association 
Dana Farley, President 
89 Main Street, Suite 4 
Montpelier, VT  05602 
 
Vermont Public Interest Research Group 
James Moore, Energy Advocate 
141 Main Street, Suite 6 
Montpelier, VT 05602 
 
Vermont Rail Action Network 
Christopher Parker, Executive Director 
2121 Kurn Hattin Road  
Putney, VT 05346 
 
Vermonters for a Clean Environment 
Annette Smith, Executive Director 
789 Baker Brook Road 
Danby, VT  05739 
 
1000 Friends of Connecticut 
Heidi Green, President 
PO Box 1988 -- 484 Farmington Avenue 
Hartford, CT 06144-1988 
 
 
cc: Senator Robert C. Byrd 
 Senator Barbara Mikulski 
 Senator Herb Kohl 
 Senator Richard Durbin 
 Senator Byron Dorgan 

 



 
 

 

 Senator Patrick Leahy 
 Senator Tom Harkin 
 Senator Dianne Feldstein 
 Senator Tim Johnson 
 Senator Frank Lautenberg 
 Senator Arlen Specter 
 Senator Richard Shelby 
 Senator Robert Bennett 
 Senator Kay Bailey Hutchinson 
 Senator Sam Brownback 
 Senator Lamar Alexander 
 Senator Susan Collins 
 Senator George Voinovich 

Congressman Ed Pastor 
 Congressman Ciro Rodriguez 
 Congresswoman Marcy Kaptur 
 Congressman David E. Price 
 Congresswoman Lucille Roybal-Allard 
 Congresswoman Marion Berry 
 Congresswoman Carolyn C. Kilpatrick 
 Congressman David R. Obey] 
 Congressman Frank R. Wolf 
 Congressman John R. Carter 
 Congressman Steven C. LaTourette 
 Congressman Jerry Lewis 


